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Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Amendment C. filed March 15, 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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Application/Control Number; 09/674,639 
Art Unit: 2683 

Response to Arguments 

L The applicant's arguments regarding prior art rejections, filed March 15, 2004, have been 
fully considered by the Examiner, but are not persuasive. 

2. Although having a live telephone connection is a valid argument and is distinguishable 
from prior art sited, examiner still does not find anything in the claim indicating that it is a live 
telephone connection betv^een the mobile station and the first mobile node. The independent 
claims 1 and 17, simply state "a signaling connection to exchange signals required for said 
services between said between said first telephone network and said second telephone network". 
Joong et al states in column 2, line 65 to column 3, line 7 that: "In a second embodiment of the 
present invention, a mailbox established for a given subscriber mobile station in the home 
message center is given an optional portability characteristic implemented when the owning 
subscriber mobile station is roaming. In such cases, the roaming subscriber mobile station may 
instruct the establishment of a local mailbox in a proximate message center. The contents 
(subscriber data messages) of the mailbox maintained in the home message center are then 
transferred (perhaps additionally on a periodic basis) to the local mailbox." In addition, Joong 
states in column 8, line 62 to column 9, line 25 that: "When a roaming subscriber mobile station 
18(2) initially registers 200 within a visited cellular telephone network lOv, the network, in 
conjunction with defining a service profile for and connecting a roamer directory number to the 
roaming mobile station (action 202), further defines and establishes (action 204) a local mailbox 
46' for that subscriber in an associated message center 20(1). Following such initial definition 
and establishment, the associated message center 20(1) uses the network 50 to contact 206 a 
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home message center 20(2) for that subscriber mobile station 18(2). Responsive to the contact 
206, the home message center extracts any subscriber data messages stored in the mailbox 46 
(action 208). These extracted messages are then transmitted 210 back over the network 50 to the 
associated message center 20(1), and stored (action 212) in the local mailbox 46'. A record 214 
is kept by the home message center 20(2) of the current location of the mailbox 46' for the 
roaming subscriber mobile station 18(2). Any subsequently received mailbox 46 stored 
subscriber data messages may thereafter be periodically extracted 216 (for example, through 
polling) from the mailbox 46, transmitted 218 over the network to the associated message center 
20(2), and stored 220 in the local mailbox 46*. " Thus, a signal is sent via the mobile phone 
which leads to the exchange of signals between the first and second network to provide service 
offered in the first telephone network. The word reassociation, used in the independent claims, 
could mean a number of things, but does not necessarily indicate a live unified link between a 
mobile subscriber and a first service node via a packet switch network. However, examiner will 
provide reference to the teaching of Voice Over IP, which provides a live voice connection 
between a mobile subscriber and a first service node via a packet switch network. 

Specification 

3. This appHcation does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4, Claims 1-7, 9-22, 24-30, 3 1 and 32 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Joong et al (U.S, Patent No. 6,188,887) and further in view of Sicher et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,385,195). 

Referring to claim 1, Joong et al teaches a system for providing a roaming subscriber 
with access to services available in a first telephone network via a voice connection (Column 3, 
Lines 1- 4), said subscriber roaming in a second telephone network (Figure 1), the system 
comprising: a first service node for association with said first telephone network (Figure 1; 30), a 
second service node for association with said second mobile telephone network (Figure 1; 30), a 
packet-switch network for connecting said first service node with said second service node 
(Figure 1; 50 and Column 8, Lines 46-58), said first and said second service nodes being 
configured to establish a signaling connection fi-om said roaming mobile subscriber to a 
requested one of said services in said first mobile telephone network (Column 1, Lines 6-12) and 
to exchange signals required for said services between said first mobile network and said second 
telephone network (Column 2, Lines 48-64; Column 2, Line 65 to Column 3, Line 7 and Column 
8, Line 62 to Column 9, Line 25) via said packet switch network (Figure 1; 50 and Column 8, 
Lines 46-58) thereby to support said substantially seamless access, said signals comprising at 
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least a subscriber identification signal to be transferred from said first telephone network and 
said second telephone network via said packet-switch network, but does not teach reassociating 
the voice connection with the packet switch connection. Sicher et al. teaches reassociating the 
voice connection with the packet switch connection (Figures 1 and 2). Therefore, at the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the art of Sicher et al. of reassociating the voice connection with the packet switch 
connection to to provide specialized air-interface encoding methods directly to Voice-over-IP 
protocols (Column 2, Line 63 to Column 3, Line 2). 

Referring to claim 17, Joong et al teaches a system for providing a roaming subscriber at 
a remote telephone network with access to services available in a first telephone network 
(Column 3, Lines 1- 4), the method comprising the steps of attaching a first node to said first 
telephone network, wherein a second node is connected to said remote telephone network 
(Figure 1) and making a voice connection between said roaming mobile subscriber and a 
requested one of said services located in said first telephone network (Column 1, Lines 6-12), 
and a signaling connection between said first and said second node using a packet switch 
network (Column 1, Lines 6-12 Column 2, Line 65 to Column 3, Line 7 and Column 8, Line 62 
to Column 9, Line 25 and Column 8, Lines 46-58), thereby to support transfer of a subscriber 
identifying signal between said roaming subscriber and said requested service via said packet 
switch network (Figure 1; 50), thereby to render said at least one of said services available with 
voice operation to said roaming subscriber (Column 1, Lines 6-12), but does not teach 
reassociating the voice connection with the packet switch connection. Sicher et al teaches 
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reassociating the voice connection with the packet switch connection (Figures 1 and 2), 
Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of Sicher et al. of reassociating the voice connection 
with the packet switch connection to to provide specialized air-interface encoding methods 
directly to Voice-over-IP protocols (Column 2, Line 63 to Column 3, Line 2). 

Referring to claim 7, Joong et al further teaches wherein said first service node is 
configured for transmitting said signals between said first telephone network and said 
packet-switch network; and said second service node is configured for transmitting said signals 
between said packet-switch network and said second telephone network (Figure 1; 30, 50 and 
Column 3, Line 49). 

Referring to claims 2, 3, 18, and 19, Joong et al fiirther teaches wherein network is one of 
a group including: a mobile telephone network, a fixed telephone network, a Global System for 
Mobile communications (GSM) network, a Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) network, a 
Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) network, an IS-41 network, and a private branch 
exchange (PBX) (Figure !)• 

Referring to claims 4 and 20, Joong et al further teaches a passive System Signaling 
Number 7 (SS7) monitor for monitoring SS7 signals and triggering the provision of access to at 
least one of said services when one of a group of predetermined SS7 signals has been detected 
(Column 8, Lines 46-51). 
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Referring to claims 5 and 21, Joong et al further teaches wherein said predetermined SS7 
signals are Mobile Application Part (MAP) messages (Column 8, Line 51). MAP messages are a 
part of SS7 for mobile phones, therefore when discussing SS7 is essentially the same as 
discussing MAP messages when in a mobile environment 

Referring to claims 6 and 22, Joong et al further teaches wherein said messages are from 
a group including: short messages and location updates (Column 8, Lines 49-50). 

Referring to claim 7, Joong et al further teaches wherein said first service node is 
configured for transmitting said signals between said first telephone network and said 
packet-switch network; and said second service node is configured for transmitting said signals 
between said packet-switch network and said second telephone network (Figure 1; 30, 50 and 
Column 3, Line 49). 

Referring to claims 9 and 24, Joong et al further teaches wherein said subscriber uses a 
short code dependent upon the location of said subscriber to access said second service node 
(Column 3, Lines 47-50 and Column 9, Lines 25-30). The message could be sent to either the 
first or second node. 

Referring to claim 10, Joong et al further teaches wherein said first service node instructs 
said second service node via said packet switch network to generate and send a short message 
(Column 8, Lines 46-58). 
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Referring to claims 1 1 and 25, Joong et al fUrther teaches a user profile of said subscriber, 
said user profile comprising at least a subscriber calling line identification (CLI) wherein said 
subscriber CLI is required for access to said services (Column 9, Lines 25-30). 

Referring to claims 12 and 26, Joong et al further teaches wherein said second service 
node receives said subscriber CLI from DTMF-signals-sent by said subscriber (Column 9, Lines 
25-30). 

Referring to claims 13 and 27, Joong et al further teaches wherein said second service 
node receives a second CLI from said second telephone network and said second CLI is 
associated with said subscriber CLI (Column 9, Lines 25-30). 

Referring to claims 14 and 28, Joong et al further teaches wherein said second service 
node creates a path connecting said second telephone network with said first telephone network 
using a second CLI of said second service node, and wherein said first service node replaces said 
second CLI with said subscriber CLI when accessing one of said services (Column 9, Lines 25- 
30). Sicher, as previously mentioned in the independent claims, teaches providing a live voice 
connection between a mobile subscriber and a first service node via a packet switch network 

Referring to claims 15 and 29, Joong et al fiirther teaches wherein said services include 
voice message notification (Column 3, Lines 12-14). 
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Referring to claims 16 and 30, Joong et al further teaches wherein said services include 
voice message retrieval (Column 3, Lines 12-14). 

Referring to claim 31, Joong et al further teaches wherein said subscriber is enabled to 
use a short code dependent on the location of said subscriber to access said second service node 
(Column 9, Lines 25-30). 

Referring to claim 32, Joong et al further teaches wherein said first service node is 
operable to instruct said second service node via said packet-switch network to generate and send 
a short message (Column 1, Line 11). 

5. Claims 8 and 23 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joong et al 
and Sicher et al. and further in view of Comer (U.S. Patent No. 5,588,042). 

Referring to claims 8 and 23. Joong et al and Sicher et al. teach the limitations of claims 8 
and 23, but do not teach wherein said second service node transmits dial tone multi-fi-equency 
(DTMF) signals substantially concurrently with the creation of a voice path connecting said first 
telephone network with said second telephone network, and said first service node synchronizes 
said DTMF signals with said voice path. Comer teaches wherein said second service node 
transmits dial tone multi-frequency (DTMF) signals substantially concurrently with the creation 
of a voice path connecting said first telephone network with said second telephone network, and 
said first service node synchronizes said DTMF signals with said voice path (Column 9, Lines 
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14-42). Therefore at the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of the Joong et al and Sicher et al. combination with 
the art of Comer of wherein said second service node transmits dial tone multi-frequency 
(DTMF) signals substantially concurrently with the creation of a voice path connecting said first 
telephone network with said second telephone network, and said first service node synchronizes 
said DTMF signals with said voice path to receive touch tone responses from customers as inputs 
(Column 9, Lines 15-16). 

6. Claims 33, 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Joong 
et al and Sicher et al. and further in view of Brown et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,668,875). 

Referring to claims 33, 34 and 35, Joong et al and Sicher et al. further teach wherein 
network is one of a group including: a mobile telephone network, a fixed telephone network, a 
Global System for Mobile communications (GSM) network, a Time Division Multiple Access 
(TDMA) network, a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) network, an IS-41 network, and a 
private branch exchange (PBX) (Figure 1), but do not teach wherein said second mobile 
telephone network comprises any other group and is not a GSM network. Brown et al. teaches 
wherein said second mobile telephone network comprises any other group and is not a GSM 
network (Column 5, Lines 15-18). Therefore at the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the art of Joong et al and Sicher 
et al. with the teaching of Brown et al. wherein said second mobile telephone network comprises 
any other group and is not a GSM network to provide a subscriber roaming out of his home 
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system authentication in a system using a different authentication protocol (Column 5, Lines 10- 
13). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Csapo U.S. Patent No. 5,910,946 discloses wireless Internet network architecture for 
voice and data communications. 

Dunn et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,463,144 discloses internet telephony callback system and 
method of operation. 

McAllister U.S. Patent No. 6,317,484 discloses personal telephone service with transportable 
script control of services. 

Spear et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,130,883 discloses method and apparatus for voice packet 
communications. 

Swartz U.S. Patent No. 6,445,694 discloses Internet controlled telephone system. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James D Ewart whose telephone number is (703) 305-4826. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am - 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Trost can be reached on (703)308-53 18. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
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where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular communications 
and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
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